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Also, his answer to Bishop Bfflmha (1682) confirms that he has dealt with this
sensitive point by underscoring the importance of absorbing the right of private
freedom of thought and belief into the political system. This contained the seed of
death that destroyed the mighty leviathan from within and brought about the end
of the mortal god... ... %°.

...... when public power wants to be only public, when state and confession drive
inner belief into the private domain, then the soul of a people betakes itself
on the “secret road” that leads inward.Then grows the counterforce of
silence and stillness. At precisely the moment when the distinction between
inner and outer is recognized, the superiority of the inner over the outer and
thereby that of the private over the public is resolved. Public power and force
may be ever so completely and emphatically recognized and ever so loyally
respected, but only as a public and only an external power, it is hollow and already
dead from within.*
—Carl Schmitt
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